MEMORANDUM

DATE February 16, 2021
TO Priests, Deacons, and Parish Office Staff
FROM The Office of the Bishop

SUBJECT Holy Week (Palm Sunday and the Chrism Mass), the Sacred Paschal
Triduum, and the Easter Season

Note:
V  Please observe the following health and safety measures.
0 The church occupancy restrictions in place during the time of these liturgical
celebrations must be followed.
0 The wearing of masks is mandatory especially during certain times in the liturgy when
mandated by the Diocese.
A Priests, deacons, and lectors must always wear the mask unless speaking and
proclaiming.
0 Proper physical distancing is required with people outside their household.
A Priests and deacons must observe proper physical distancing with each other
at all times.
0 No congregational singing allowed.
A Avoid selecting chants and hymns that are familiar to the people to prevent the
congregation from singing along.
0 Review the diocesan health and safety procedures for liturgy, especially the required
hand sanitizing stations in the sanctuary and by ministers of Holy Communion.

V  Celebrants may be assisted by a deacon but altar servers will not be engaged in any of the
Masses. Priests should be ready to carry out the task alone by preparing for these liturgies,
especially those parishes without deacons.

0 Deacons are able to be delegated to prepare the altar for the priest.

V  With baptismal fonts and holy water dispensers empty, parishioners who request holy water

should bring water to be blessed in bottles or re-sealable containers.

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord - March 28, 2021
1 Usethe “Third Form: The Simple Entrance” (Missal page 263).
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1 Asstated in the previous memorandum, parishes have the ability to decide if palms are going
to be distributed on Palm Sunday this year. Therefore, the ordering of palms is not a
requirement this year.

0 If palms are going to be made available, bless the palms in private before the weekend
using the first prayer in par. 6 on page 255 of the Missal.

0 You may lay-out the palms individually or in few bunches on a table for people to be
able to pick them up without touching the rest of the palms. People may pick them up
before or after the Mass.

0 The palms can also be distributed by hand when both the distributor and the
congregant are wearing masks. The distributor must wear gloves.

0 The remaining palms can be placed in a container outside of the church for anyone
who may drive by the church after all of the Masses have already been celebrated and
the doors of the church are locked.

1 The reading of the narrative of the Lord’s Passion may be proclaimed by three individuals as
commonly done before the pandemic. Here are the other two options:

1. The narrative may be read by a priest or a deacon with no greeting or signing of the
book (Missal par. 21, page 264).
2. The narrative may be read by two individuals: N & S parts by a deacon or lay lector at
the ambo, J parts by the priest at the altar.
V  Please maintain proper physical distancing between readers and provide individual
microphones for each.
1 “After the narrative of the Passion, a brief homily should take place, if appropriate. A period of
silence may also be observed” (Missal par. 22, page 264).

The Chrism Mass - Monday, March 29, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Mary’s
Cathedral

1 Provided that at least 15% of the Alberta Fire Code Occupancy is permitted to gather for Mass
at the Cathedral, all priests are invited to concelebrate the Chrism Mass with the Bishop as “a
manifestation of the Priests’ communion with their Bishop” (Missal par. 6, page 271).

9 Since the priests did not have the opportunity to renew publicly their priestly promises last
year, the Diocese endeavours for this public renewal to take place this year.

1 The Diaconate Council will identify a date for a special Mass with the Bishop and permanent
deacons may renew their diaconal promises.

1 Deans will be seated in the sanctuary with the rest of the concelebrating priests seated in the
chancel, the transepts, and the first few pews of the nave. All seated apart with the proper
physical distancing.

1 Priests will be asked to vest at their pews similar to the practise during the Study Days in Banff.

1 Two (2) deacons will be assisting at the Mass properly distanced from each other and the
Bishop.
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1 Fr.Nathan Siray will serve as the Master of Ceremonies with the seminarian on pastoral year,
Santiago Torres, assisting. There will be no altar servers.
1 An RSVP will be required of priests in order to plan the seating with proper physical distancing
and determine the number of seats available for representatives of various groups. Mass
attendance for the representatives will be by invitation only.
0 The Diaconate Council & their wives
0 The Executive of the Association of Women Religious
0 The Elect and candidates of the Cathedral including those of the St. Francis Xavier
Chaplaincy RCIA
0 The CWL President & spouse or 2 CWL Representatives
0 The Chapter President of the Knights of Columbus & spouse or 2 KofC representatives
0 The sacristans and the auxiliary liturgical team of the Cathedral.
With the limited capacity, walk-ins will not be entertained.
There will be two (2) lay lectors, 1 cantor, and an organist.
There will also be camera operators present for the livestream.
The Mass will be livestreamed through the Diocesan website and Facebook.

=A =4 =4 =4 A

The holy oils are going to be distributed at the conclusion of Mass. Priests will be asked to
remain in their seats for the distribution. For those priests in rural parishes who will not be able
to attend, the holy oils are going to be given to the deans to take with them.

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper - April 1, 2021

NOTE:
V  The Mass of the Lord’s Supper can only be celebrated once in each church. However,
for parishes that regularly offer Masses in other languages, a provision is made for the
celebration of the other Masses in those languages.

1 PROCESSION OF HOLY OILS:

0 Ifthe procession of the Holy Oils is not a custom of the parish, have the oils
already placed in the sanctuary before the Mass.

0 The parish has the option of having the reception and procession of the Holy Oils
at the beginning of the liturgical procession.

1 WASHING OF FEET:

0 The omission of the washing of the feet is an option.

0 This year, the washing of the feet must be limited from three (3) to six (6)
individuals. The wearing of mask is mandatory for all involved in the foot washing,
even those who claim exemption due to health reasons.

A If the custom of kissing the foot was a practise, this is omitted this year.
A This year, after washing hands with lemon & dish soap, and water, the hand
sanitizer must also be used to sanitize the hands for all individuals involved.
1 Hand sanitizer stations need to be accessible.
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1 ALTAR OF REPOSE:

0 Shortly before the Prayer after Communion, encourage the parishioners to remain
in the church to adore our Lord and for them to exit the church reverently and
quietly when finished. Remind them to not visit socially in the church but to enter
into a time of silence and reflection during these days of the triduum.

0 The altar of repose this year will be located to one side of the sanctuary to provide
ample space for those who will remain in the church to adore our Lord from the
pews.

0 The procession of the Blessed Sacrament will be short, from the altar to the altar of
repose.

0 A suitable and non-congregational singing Eucharistic hymn may be chanted/sung
by the cantor during the short procession.

0 Once the Blessed Sacrament has been placed in the tabernacle at the place of
repose and has been incensed by the priest, the Tantum ergo Sacramentum will be
recited by the priest while kneeling before the altar of repose.

0 As with the practise of previous years, parishes decide the suitable length of time
for the adoration but adoration cannot go past midnight. The Blessed Sacrament
cannot be left unattended.

0 Thealtaris stripped reverently once the priest has entered the sacristy.

0 Asimple reposition is to take place at the conclusion of the adoration in a
tabernacle in the sacristy.

Good Friday - April 2, 2021

NOTE:
V  Two Good Friday services are recommended if necessary, 12:00 noon and 3:00 pm.

V  Devotions such as the Stations of the Cross are recommended for those who do not or
cannot attend the Good Friday services.

V' The cross/crucifix covered by a violet veil may already be set up in an area of the
sanctuary in preparation for the Adoration of the Holy Cross.

V' While mindful of the church’s safety and security, the church is made accessible to
parishioners for private prayer and reflection.

1 Thereading of the narrative of the Lord’s Passion may be proclaimed by three individuals as
commonly done before the pandemic. Here are the other two options:
1. The narrative may be read by a priest or a deacon with no greeting or signing of the
book.
2. The narrative may be read by two individuals: N & S parts by a deacon or lay lector at
the ambo, J parts by the priest at the altar.
V  Please maintain proper physical distancing between readers and provide individual
microphones for each.
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1 After the reading of the Lord’s Passion, the priest gives a brief homily and, as its end, the
faithful may be invited to spend a short time in prayer (Missal par. 10, page 296).

1 For the Solemn Intercessions, a deacon, if present, or a lay lector stands at the ambo and says
the invitation. The faithful may remain kneeling or standing during the intercessions. The priest
says the prayers.

1 A special intention is added to the Universal Prayer for the sick, the dead, for those who feel
lost or dismayed. See Roman Missal p. 296 no. 13 “In a situation of grave public need, the
Diocesan Bishop may permit or order the addition of a special intention.” Following the
prescribed Solemn Intercessions, please add this prayer For the Afflicted in the Time of
Pandemic:

Let us pray for the sick and the dead
and for all who feel lost or dismayed in this time of global pandemic,
that they may find relief through our Lord’s loving mercy.

Almighty ever-living God,

our refuge in trials, our strength in sickness, our comfort in sorrow,
spare your people, we pray,

that, though greatly afflicted at present,

they may always trust without hesitation

in your fatherly providence.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

1 Use the First Form of the Showing of the Holy Cross (Missal par. 15, page 309).

0 The cross with the candles are already placed in the sanctuary. The priest, holding the
cross, stands near the area in the sanctuary where the cross will stand, and he remains
there while unveiling the cross in three parts. Instead of singing/chanting, he instead
says these words, “Behold the word of the Cross, on which hung the salvation of the world,”
to which the faithful will say, “Come, let us adore.”

0 The priest adores the holy cross by a simple genuflection.

9 There will be no individual adoration of the holy cross for the other ministers and the faithful.
Instead the adoration will be done together as a community while remaining in the pews.

Follow the procedure as indicate |
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